GEORGE THE THIRD

hold: the attack on his Administration in the Lords had been
repeated with equal force and fury in the Commons: the sinister
libels of' Junius' were continued unceasingly. Weymouth tried
to c infuse some firmness and manliness' into the Duke; but to
no purpose; and on January 28th he sent in his resignation.
Both the King and the Opposition cursed him for a coward:
he had manoeuvred the King into an untenable position, and
then basely deserted him.

Grafton's resignation was hailed with delight by Chatham and
his friends. They had broken the Administration: they had
stormed the Closet: the King could no longer deny them the
control of the Government. But they did not know the extent
of George's courage and obstinacy. Having foreseen that Grafton
would resign the King had laid his plans accordingly. One
thing he was determined on: he would not risk a Dissolution
by asking the Opposition leaders to form a Ministry.

Yes!   I will have recourse to this [his sword], sooner than yield
to a Dissolution.

Those words were spoken to Conway; and George meant all
that was implied in them. By hook or by crook he would hold
the shaken Ministry together and confound his factious opponents.
To the general consternation of the Opposition on February 5th
it was announced that North had become the First Lord of the
Treasury.
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